
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

v 

 
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER PAGE 
 

I. CANADA AT WAR 
The Outbreak of War......................................................................................................... 3 
Canada Supports Great Britain ......................................................................................... 5 
The Canadian Militia Before 1914 .................................................................................... 6 
Imperial Military Ties ....................................................................................................... 9 
On the Eve of War........................................................................................................... 12 
Mobilization Plans and Defence Preparations ................................................................. 14 

 
II. FORGING THE WEAPON 

Mobilization .................................................................................................................... 18 
The First Contingent at Valcartier ................................................................................... 20 
The Beginning of Training .............................................................................................. 24 
Equipping the Force ........................................................................................................ 25 
The Move Overseas......................................................................................................... 28 
On Salisbury Plain........................................................................................................... 32 
The Division Goes to France........................................................................................... 38 
The Early Battles on the Western Front .......................................................................... 40 
Future Allied Strategy ..................................................................................................... 46 

 
 III. THE BATTLES OF YPRES, 1915 

The 1st Division Enters the Line ..................................................................................... 49 
Neuve Chapelle, 10-12 March 1915................................................................................ 50 
The Ypres Salient ............................................................................................................ 55 
German Dispositions and Plans....................................................................................... 58 
The Battle of Gravenstafel Ridge—The First Gas Attack, 22 April ................................ 61 
The Counter-Attacks of 22-23 April ............................................................................... 66 
The Battle of St. Julien—The Second Gas Attack, 24 April ........................................... 71 
The Loss of St. Julien, 24 April....................................................................................... 75 
The Counter-Attack by the 10th Brigade, 25 April ......................................................... 80 
The Lahore Division’s Attack, 26 April .......................................................................... 83 
The P.P.C.L.I. in the Salient............................................................................................ 88 

 
 IV. FESTUBERT AND GIVENCHY, 1915 

The Artois Offensive Begins ........................................................................................... 93 
The Battle of Aubers Ridge, 9 May 1915........................................................................ 95 
The Battle of Festubert, 15-25 May................................................................................. 97 
The Action at Givenchy, 15 June .................................................................................. 104 
Raising the 2nd Canadian Division ............................................................................... 109 
The Canadian Corps is Formed ..................................................................................... 114 
The General Situation.................................................................................................... 116 
The First Trench Raids .................................................................................................. 122 
Winter in the Line ......................................................................................................... 125 

 
 V. THE ST. ELOI CRATERS AND MOUNT SORREL, 1916 
 Opposing Plans for 1916 ............................................................................................... 129 

The 3rd and 4th Divisions Formed ................................................................................ 133 
Canadian Operations, January-March 1916 .................................................................. 135 
The St. Eloi Craters, 27 March-16 April ....................................................................... 137 
A Change in Command ................................................................................................. 146 
The Battle of Mount Sorrel, 2-13 June .......................................................................... 147 
Summer in the Salient ................................................................................................... 154 
The Ross Rifle Withdrawn ............................................................................................ 155 



vi                                       TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
CHAPTER PAGE 
 
 VI. THE BATTLES OF THE SOMME, JULY-NOVEMBER 1916 

The First Two Months................................................................................................... 160 
Canadians at the Somme ............................................................................................... 165 
The Battle of Flers-Courcelette ..................................................................................... 167 
Fabeck Graben and Zollern Graben, 15-20 September.................................................. 170 
Thiepval Ridge, 26-28 September ................................................................................. 174 
The Battle of the Ancre Heights Begins ........................................................................ 180 
Regina Trench: (1) The Corps Attack on 1 October...................................................... 182 
Regina Trench: (2) The Corps Attack on 8 October...................................................... 184 
The 4th Division at the Somme ..................................................................................... 188 
Regina Trench: (3) The Attacks of 21 and 25 October.................................................. 190 
Regina Trench: (4) The Capture of Regina and Desire Trenches .................................. 192 
The Somme Balance Sheet............................................................................................ 198 

 
 VII. BEHIND THE FRONT 

Divided Command in the United Kingdom................................................................... 201 
Sir Sam Hughes’ “Informal” Council............................................................................ 205 
The Acting Sub-Militia Council .................................................................................... 207 
Formation of the Overseas Ministry .............................................................................. 209 
Recruiting in 1914—1915 ............................................................................................. 212 
A Pledge of 500,000 Men.............................................................................................. 215 
Failure of the Voluntary System.................................................................................... 218 
Reinforcement Establishments Overseas....................................................................... 222 
University Companies and Battalions ........................................................................... 228 
Canadian Base Units in France...................................................................................... 229 
The 5th Canadian Division............................................................................................ 230 

 
VIII. THE BATTLE OF VIMY RIDGE, 9-14 APRIL 1917 

After the Somme ........................................................................................................... 233 
Allied Plans for 1917..................................................................................................... 234 
The Enemy’s New Defensive Tactics............................................................................ 239 
The Withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line....................................................................... 241 
The Nivelle Offensive Fails........................................................................................... 242 
Haig’s Northern Offensive ............................................................................................ 244 
Canadian Plans and Preparations................................................................................... 247 
The Attack Goes In, 9 April .......................................................................................... 252 
The Advance to the Blue and Brown Lines................................................................... 256 
The Fight for Hill 145, 9-10 April ................................................................................. 258 
The Pimple, 12 April ..................................................................................................... 262 
The First Battle of the Scarpe, 9-14 April ..................................................................... 265 
Vimy Ridge in Retrospect ............................................................................................. 266 

 
IX. THE CAPTURE OF HILL 70, 1917 

The Second Battle of the Scarpe and the Attack on the Arleux Loop, 23—28 April 
1917 ................................................................................................................................ 269 
The Third Battle of the Scarpe, 3-4 May 1917 .............................................................. 272 
The Fighting at Fresnoy, 3-8 May................................................................................. 274 
Raids Along the Souchez, May-June 1917.................................................................... 279 
A Canadian Corps Commander..................................................................................... 283 
The Assault on Hill 70, 15 August ................................................................................ 284 
German Counter-Attacks............................................................................................... 289 
The Attacks on Lens, 21 August ................................................................................... 292 
The Green Crassier and Aloof Trench, 21-25 August ................................................... 295 

 
X. PASSCHENDAELE, OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 1917 

The Background to Third Ypres.................................................................................... 298 
Haig’s Early Plans......................................................................................................... 300 
The Summer Operations in Flanders ............................................................................. 304 



                                  TABLE OF CONTENTS                                      vii 
 
CHAPTER PAGE 
 

Haig Revises his Plans .................................................................................................. 308 
The Canadians at Passchendaele ................................................................................... 311 
The Defenders’ Changed Tactics .................................................................................. 316 
The Attack of 26 October.............................................................................................. 318 
The Assault is Renewed, 30 October............................................................................. 320 
The Capture of Passchendaele, 6 November ................................................................. 323 
Passchendaele in Retrospect.......................................................................................... 327 
The Supreme War Council ............................................................................................ 330 
Canadian Cavalry at Cambrai........................................................................................ 333 
Winter 1917—1918....................................................................................................... 338 

 
XI. CONSCRIPTION 

The Imperial War Cabinet ............................................................................................. 340 
Borden’s Decision ......................................................................................................... 342 
Legislation for Compulsory Service.............................................................................. 344 
The General Election of 1917........................................................................................ 345 
The Operation of the Military Service Act .................................................................... 347 
Administrative Changes Overseas................................................................................. 354 
The Canadian Section, G.H.Q ....................................................................................... 355 
The Canadian War Memorials Fund ............................................................................. 358 
Financial Agreements with the War Office ................................................................... 359 

 
XII. THE GERMAN OFFENSIVES OF 1918 

 Relative Strengths of the Opposing Armies .................................................................. 362 
The Offensive in Picardy, 21 March-5 April................................................................. 364 
Unity of Command for the Allies .................................................................................. 367 
Canadian Delaying Actions........................................................................................... 369 
The Fighting in Flanders, 9-29 April............................................................................. 372 
The German Advance to the Marne, 27 May—6 June .................................................. 374 
The Last German Offensive, 15 July-6 August ............................................................. 376 
The Canadian Corps on Defence and in Reserve, 21 March-30 July ............................ 378 

 
XIII. AMIENS, 8-11 AUGUST 1918 

Prelude to the Offensive ................................................................................................ 386 
The Opposing Forces .................................................................................................... 391 
The Plan of Battle.......................................................................................................... 394 
The Battle Opens, 8 August—The Assault by the 3rd Division .................................... 398 
The Advance on the Corps Left..................................................................................... 400 
The Advance Slows Down, 9 August............................................................................ 408 
The End of the Battle, 10-11 August ............................................................................. 414 
A Lull in the Fighting.................................................................................................... 418 
Tank and Air Support, 8-11 August .............................................................................. 420 
After Amiens................................................................................................................. 422 

 
XIV. THROUGH THE H1NDENBURG LINE TO CAMBRAI 

The Expanding Allied Offensive................................................................................... 425 
The Battle of The Scarpe 1918, 23-30 August .............................................................. 427 
Plans For Attacking the D-Q Line................................................................................. 432 
Assault and Capture, 2—3 September........................................................................... 436 
Fashioning the Next Blow............................................................................................. 440 
The Canal du Nord and Bourlon Wood, 27 September ................................................. 445 
The Marcoing Line and the Fighting Towards Cambrai, 28 September-1 October....... 448 
The Capture of Cambrai, 8-9 October ........................................................................... 456 
The End of the Battle .................................................................................................... 459 

 
XV. THE FINAL ADVANCE, 12 OCTOBER-11 NOVEMBER 

The Enemy Faces Defeat............................................................................................... 461 
The Last Cavalry Action ............................................................................................... 462 
The Pursuit from the Sensée.......................................................................................... 465 



viii                                       TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
CHAPTER PAGE 
 

A Pause at the Escaut .................................................................................................... 470 
Mont Houy Captured—Valenciennes Liberated ........................................................... 471 
The Advance to Mons .................................................................................................. 475 
The Capture of Mons..................................................................................................... 480 
The Armistice................................................................................................................ 483 

 
XVI. OUTSIDE THE CORPS 

Railway Troops on the Western Front........................................................................... 485 
Repairing Bridges in Palestine ...................................................................................... 490 
With the Mesopotamian Expeditionary Force ............................................................... 492 
The Eastern Mediterranean ........................................................................................... 497 
The Canadian Forestry Corps........................................................................................ 499 
Canadian Tunnelling Companies................................................................................... 501 
Canadians in the Air Services........................................................................................ 503 
Newfoundland at War ................................................................................................... 507 
Canadians in Northern Russia ....................................................................................... 510 
Intervention in Siberia ................................................................................................... 517 

 
XVII. AFTER THE ARMISTICE 

The March to the Rhine................................................................................................. 524 
Garrison Duty in Belgium ............................................................................................. 529 
Demobilization.............................................................................................................. 530 
Conclusion .................................................................................................................... 533 

 
 

APPENDICES 
 

“A” Persons Holding Principal Appointments .............................................................................. 539 
“B” Canadian Units in France and Belgium, November 1918 ...................................................... 544 
“C” Appointments, Enlistments, Strength and Casualties—Canadian Expeditionary Force......... 546 
“D” Infantry Battalions which Served with the Canadian Corps, Showing Subsidiary Titles 
   (where applicable) and Places of Mobilization or Organization............................................ 549 
“E” The Results of the Military Service Act ................................................................................. 551 
“F” Battles and other Engagements in which Canadian Forces Participated................................. 554 
“G” Distinguishing Patches of Canadian Units in the Field ..................................... facing page   556 
ABBREVIATIONS ...................................................................................................................... 557 
REFERENCES ............................................................................................................................. 561 
INDEX 595 
 

MAPS 
(in Colour) 

   FOLLOWING PAGE 
  Operations, C.E.F., France and Belgium, 1915-1917 ........................................ (front end-paper) 
 I. Ypres: The Gas Attack, 22 April 1915...................................................................................... 66 
2. Festubert, 15-21 May 1915....................................................................................................... 98 
3. The St. Eloi Craters, 4, 6 April 1916 ...................................................................................... 140 
4. The Battle of Mount Sorrel, 2-13 June 1916........................................................................... 154 
5. The Battles of the Somme, July-November 1916 ................................................................... 168 
6. Courcelette, 15 September 1916 ............................................................................................. 170 
7. Vimy Ridge, 9-12 April 1917 ................................................................................................. 262 
8. Hill 70 and Lens, 15-25 August 1917 ..................................................................................... 296 
9. Passchendaele, 26 October-10 November 1917...................................................................... 326 
10. German Offensives, March-July 1918 .................................................................................... 366 
11. The Battle of Amiens, 8-17 August 1918 ............................................................................... 418 
12. The Battle of Arras, 26 August-2 September 1918 ................................................................. 432 
13. The Canal du Nord and Cambrai, 27 September-11 October 1918......................................... 458 
14. Valenciennes, 1-2 November 1918......................................................................................... 472 
15. The Final Advance: Cambrai to Mons, 12 October-11 November 1918................................. 482 
  Operations, C.E.F., France and Belgium, 1918.................................................. (back end-paper) 



                                  TABLE OF CONTENTS                                      ix 
 

SKETCHES 
(in Black and White) 

   PAGE 
1. Camp Valcartier, 1914.............................................................................................................. 21 
2. Canadians on Salisbury Plain, 1914-1915 ................................................................................ 33 
3. The Western Front: Initial German Advances, August-September 1914.................................. 41 
4. Battle of Neuve Chapelle, 10-12 March 1915........................................................................... 52 
5. The Northern Sector, 21 April 1915 ......................................................................................... 54 
6. The Open Flank, 12:01 a.m.-9:30 a.m., 23 April 1915 ............................................................. 65 
7. Closing The Gap: The Afternoon Attacks, 23 April 1915 ........................................................ 69 
8. The Apex Lost, 4:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m., 24 April 1915 ............................................................... 72 
9. The Battle of St. Julien, 10 am, to Midnight, 24 Apr11 1915 ................................................... 74 
10. The Second Brigade Holds Firm, 2:00 a.m., 25 April 1915...................................................... 77 
11. The Battle of St. Julien, 2:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 25 April 1915 ..................................................... 79 
12. The Attack by the Lahore Division, 26 April 1915................................................................... 84 
13. The Salient, 22 April-4 May 1915 ............................................................................................ 86 
14. The Battle of Frezenberg Ridge, 8 May 1915........................................................................... 89 
15. The Front from Ypres to Arras, 9 May 1915 ............................................................................ 94 
16. Givenchy, 15 June 1915.......................................................................................................... 105 
17. The Canadian Corps in the Line, 23 September 1915............................................................. 116 
18. The Approaches to the Black Sea, 1915 ................................................................................. 117 
19. The Eastern Front, 1915.......................................................................................................... 118 
20. North-Eastern Italy, 1915 ....................................................................................................... 119 
21. La Petite Douve; Night Raid, by 2nd Canadian Infantry Brigade, 2:30 a.m. 17 November 
    1915 ...................................................................................................................................... 123 
22. The Canadian Corps Front, 23 December 1915...................................................................... 126 
23. The St. Eloi Craters, 10 April 1916 ........................................................................................ 143 
24. The Attack on Hooge, 6 June 1916......................................................................................... 152 
25. Pozières Ridge, 3-8 September 1916 ...................................................................................... 165 
26. Pozières Ridge, 9-11 September 1916 .................................................................................... 166 
27. The Courcelette Sector, 20 September 1916........................................................................... 173 
28. The Courcelette Sector, 22 September 1916........................................................................... 173 
29. Thiepval Ridge, 26 September 1916....................................................................................... 175 
30. Thiepval Ridge, 27 September 1916....................................................................................... 177 
31. Thiepval Ridge, 28-29 September 1916.................................................................................. 178 
32. The Battle of the Ancre Heights: Regina Trench, 1 October 1916 ......................................... 181 
33. The Battle of the Ancre Heights: Regina Trench, 8 October 1916 ......................................... 184 
34. The Battle of the Ancre Heights: Regina Trench, 21 October 1916 ....................................... 190 
35. The Battle of the Ancre Heights: Regina Trench, 11 November 1916.................................... 193 
36. The Battle of the Ancre Heights: Desire Trench, 18 November 1916 .................................... 195 
37. The Balkan Front, 1916 .......................................................................................................... 235 
38. Nivelle’s Plan and the German Withdrawal, Spring 1917 ...................................................... 237 
39. The Battles of the Scarpe, April-May 1917 ............................................................................ 264 
40. Arleux-en-Gohelle, 28 April 1917 .......................................................................................... 271 
41. Fresnoy-en-Gohelle, 3 May 1917 ........................................................................................... 275 
42. The Souchez-Avion Sector, May-June 1917........................................................................... 280 
43. Flanders, 1917 ........................................................................................................................ 305 
44. The Italian Front, 1917 ........................................................................................................... 332 
45. Cambrai, November-December 1917 ..................................................................................... 334 
46. Moreuil Wood and Rifle Wood, 30 March-1 April 1918........................................................ 370 
47. The Western Front from Avricourt to the Sea, July 1918 ....................................................... 387 
48. Amiens: The Battle Area, 8 August 1918 ............................................................................... 392 
49. Amiens: The Battle Area, 9-19 August 1918.......................................................................... 409 
50. The Advance to the Hindenburg Line and the Canal du Nord, 20 August - 26 September 1918 ....... 439 
51. Rolling back the Enemy, 8 August-15 October 1918 ............................................................. 455 
52. The Canadian Cavalry Brigade at Le Cateau, 9 October 1918 ............................................... 463 
53. Operations 1st Canadian Division between the Scarpe and the Sensée, 8-12 October 1918... 466 
54. The Middle East, 1915-1918................................................................................................... 491 
55. Northern Russia, 1918-1919 ................................................................................................... 511 



x                                       TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

ILLUSTRATIONS 
FACING PAGE 

 
“Over the Top” (in colour) ...............................................................................................Frontispiece 
Principal Civil and Military Leaders of the C.E.F........................................................................... 24 
Training at Valcartier ...................................................................................................................... 25 
The Shortage of Uniforms............................................................................................................... 25 
“The Cloth Hall, Ypres ................................................................................................................. 146 
In the Ypres Salient....................................................................................................................... 146 
The Orchard at Festubert............................................................................................................... 147 
A St. Eloi Crater............................................................................................................................ 147 
A Visit by the Minister.................................................................................................................. 178 
The Prime Minister in France........................................................................................................ 178 
The Infantry Attacks ..................................................................................................................... 179 
At the Somme ............................................................................................................................... 179 
Out of the Trenches....................................................................................................................... 258 
On Vimy Ridge ............................................................................................................................. 258 
A Rest During Battle..................................................................................................................... 259 
Canadian Cavalry at Vimy Ridge.................................................................................................. 259 
Evacuation by Tramway ............................................................................................................... 306 
Forward Supply Route .................................................................................................................. 306 
A Royal Visit ................................................................................................................................ 307 
The Green Crassier........................................................................................................................ 307 
A Derelict Tank in Flanders Mud.................................................................................................. 338 
The Bellevue Spur......................................................................................................................... 338 
Machine-Guns in the Mud, November 1917 ................................................................................. 339 
Canadian Cavalry at Cambrai ....................................................................................................... 339 
The General Election of 1917 ....................................................................................................... 370 
Winter on the Canadian Front ....................................................................................................... 370 
Trench Routine.............................................................................................................................. 371 
“The Motors” ................................................................................................................................ 371 
The First of the Hundred Days...................................................................................................... 402 
After Amiens................................................................................................................................. 402 
Haig Compliments Canadians....................................................................................................... 403 
Cavalry Await the Break-Through ................................................................................................ 403 
Canadian Signallers near Dury...................................................................................................... 434 
Artillery on the Move.................................................................................................................... 434 
Across the Canal du Nord ............................................................................................................. 435 
Bridging the Canal du Nord .......................................................................................................... 435 
Into Cambrai ................................................................................................................................. 466 
The March of Liberation ............................................................................................................... 466 
Entering Valenciennes .................................................................................................................. 467 
Mons, 11 November 1918............................................................................................................. 467 
Railway Construction.................................................................................................................... 498 
A Kerosene Shampoo.................................................................................................................... 498 
Canadian Timbermen.................................................................................................................... 499 
Canadian Fighter Pilots ................................................................................................................. 499 
Canadians at Vladivostok.............................................................................................................. 530 
Over the Rhine .............................................................................................................................. 530 
The Dumbells................................................................................................................................ 531 
“The Olympic with Returned Soldiers”......................................................................................... 531 


