
William Percy King

So this is the story of a young man called William King.

�

William was born in Hepworth, Ontario, Canada, June 13th 1913,

Brother of Robert King, P.T.E Albert King, Edward King and Alvin King and Mrs May 
Phillips of Ukiah Calif. William was also Half Brother to Harvey Warnock, George Warnock 
and Mrs. Chas. Primmer.

William Service to his country began in Canada, Enlisting in Walkerton September 1939 
(Aged 21) and joined the 97th Battery. William trained in Listowel & Petawara.



�

William was needed to participate in the WW2 European war efforts and landed in England 
on march 30th 1940 where he continued his training on the Canadian Artillery Corps, 

�



William then met Miss Florence Rose Knight, Florence was from Brighton and met William 
whilst he was stationed near by, they promptly fell in love and married in 26th June 1943.

�

Just a few months later, on the 19th November 1943, William was then deployed to Italy, 
(19 November 1943) and served on the front lines for nearly 4 months until he was injured 
and returned to England. 

�



William Was rewarded the 1939-45 Star, Italy Star, France and Germany Star, Defence 
Medal, War Medal and CVSM & Clasp.

�

On the 6th March 1945, William returned from Italy on a requested 7 Day leave to visit his 
wife Florence, however, sadly during the trip from William fell out of train on the way back 
to Brighton (cause unknown) and obtained a serious head injury and broken ribs, William 
was rushed to Purley Cottage Hospital where he sadly died from his injuries. 

�



William was due on his return train back to Italy on March 13th 1945, if anything positive 
can be taken from William’s tragic passing, its the mindset he would of been in travelling 
down the peaceful countryside as apposed to awful conditions over in Italy.

�



�

William was laid to rest at Brookwood Military Cemetery (Plot 50 Grave 3) on the 10th 
March 1945.

�



Why the story you ask?, For the answer to this questions we must fast forward 75 Year 
back to the Brighton, England.

On the 7th September 2019, Myself ( Jason Roberts was metal detecting a friends field 
just outside of Brighton when a signal pulls up a something rather interested.. A Pocket 
Watch, it was buried about 8 inches into the ground and covered in dirt and chalk.

�
�

I spent the following days cleaning the watch, with the help from Jay at Military Man, and 
eventually we managed to get some back to a condition close to when it was in use.



�

Now whilst admiring the restoration work, we came across something that was not visible 
when we pulled it out of the ground, some writing scratched into the back of the watch.

    W KING 
    HURST

�



The Research began and after 100s of hours combined research from a range of friends 
and professionals, of whom I will mention shortly, we were able to compile the above 
information.

The most concrete evidence that matches this pocket watch to William was from taking the 
his handwriting from his enrolment application and comparing his writing to the back of the 
pocket watch. This for us was what made us conclude our research was successful

�

I have been thinking long and hard about what should happen to the watch, Despite 
attempts to contact long distant family relatives, unfortunately they were not too interested.

I feel like the right thing to do is to send the watch back to his hometown where he can be 
remembered for generations to come. Hepworth is blessed with a Royal Canadian Legion 
(Hepworth Shallow Lake #586) and we feel that this would be the place it would be most 



appreciated. Looking at the legions website there appears to be some lovely display 
stands in the hall and I think it will be nice to return William Home, back to his routes (In 
Pocket Watch Spirit, of course). We also feel returning the watch to Hepworth is well suited 
as his named is listed on the Hepworth Memorial just a short walk away from the Royal 
Canadian Legion.

�

I would like to thank William Percy King of Hepworth for the commitment he made not only 
to his country, but ours. A true hero that will never be forgotten.

Finally, as I conclude my story, I must thank 2 people who put hours of time and energy 
into the research and without them the level of information would not be available. 

Firstly Terry Hanlon, A local Metal Detectorist and friend, and

Fraser Kinnie, Owner of Heirhunteruk.com, who spent hours upon hours carrying out 
intensive research and without his help we would of certainly been writing a much shorter 
story today. 

I hope you have found this story useful and if you have any questions please feel free to 
contact me at jcressey@hotmail.com

Jason Roberts
12th September 2019
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